
GER 201: Conversation and Composition

Monday, 11:15 AM – 12:05 PM, Ferguson 103
Tues. & Thurs., 12:05 PM – 1:20 PM, Hammond 209

German Language Program Director:

Dr. Michael Putnam
Email: mtp12@psu.edu
Office Location: Burrowes 239

Instructor Information:

Andrew Hoffman
Email: adh29@psu.edu
Office Location: Burrowes 253
Office Hours: Monday, 12:15 PM – 1:15 PM & by appointment

Required Materials:

• Stationen: Ein Kursbuch für die Mittelstufe. Textbook. 3rd edition (by Augustyn & Euba; ISBN
9781285733821)

• A (headset with a) microphone

• A VoiceThread account (free with your Penn State Access ID) – more details on CANVAS

Objective:

To assist you in furthering your communicative command of German in and outside of the classroom.

Methodology:

• Special emphasis on reading, writing, and speaking proficiency.

• A task-based approach to help you master level-appropriate, i.e. intermediate, skills in the
German language and to assist you in the application of these skills to “real life” situations

• German as the main classroom language.

• Class sessions mostly consisting of communicative activities and exercises including
computer-mediated practices.

• Learning intended to occur through the completion of tasks in which you use the level-specific
grammatical structures in different formats and circumstances while receiving little or no direct
lecture on grammar.

• Please note: the key term used above is “lecture” – while there may be no direct lecture on grammar,
factual information on and familiarity and practice with grammatical structures make
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up an important part of language learning and therefore this course will highlight this
aspect to the necessary extent. Your instructor will prepare you – among other coursework
– on the basis of your continuous work towards the “Culture Project” course requirement, which
focuses on the mastery of the level-specific grammatical structures.

• Active student involvement and participation.

Development of (Oral) Proficiency: Übung macht den Meister!

The development of foreign language proficiency requires consistent practice – the development of
oral proficiency especially requires consistent practice in speaking with others and much time spent lis-
tening to real German (e.g. real conversations, films, television programs, radio broadcasts, news reports,
etc.). Thus, it is highly recommended that you take the initiative to improve your German
language skills outside of the classroom by conversing with other German speakers on campus
(e.g., by going to Kaffeestunde), watching German-language films (e.g. by going to Filmabend), reading
German news online (or newspapers from German-speaking countries, etc. Your own enthusiasm
and responsibility for learning will yield great gains in the progress you make in further
developing your (oral) proficiency in German.

Student Responsibilities:

Students must realize that they are ultimately responsible for the improvement in the quality and quan-
tity of their performance in German. Developing one’s foreign language proficiency is a skill similar to
swimming. One cannot learn to swim by sitting beside the pool and looking at others swimming, but
rather one must get into the pool and practice. As with any skill, errors occur as one learns! In
fact, if you aren’t making errors when speaking in German, then you aren’t trying to speak
spontaneously and ultimately you will not acquire much German. By now, you have learned a great
deal of grammar and vocabulary, and now is the time to put it all into practice and learn to interact in
German! It requires not only hands-on work, but also motivation to want to speak to others in German.

Grade Distribution:

Attendance & Participation 15%
Homework 15%
Tests 15%
Writing & Speaking Assignments 15%
Oral Exams 10%
Vocabulary & Grammar Quizzes 10%
Culture Project 20%

Letter Grade Distribution:

94.5 - 100 A 77.5 - 79.4 C+
89.5 - 94.4 A- 69.5 - 77.4 C
87.5 - 89.4 B+ 59.5 - 69.4 D
83.5 - 87.4 B 0 - 59.4 F
79.5 - 83.4 B-
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Course grade consists of:

• Attendance & Participation - 15%

Due to the nature of this course, you are expected to come to each class session, to come
on time, and to come prepared; that is, having done the required readings, having
reviewed the grammatical structures of focus, and having worked on the relevant
assigned exercises, etc. Absenteeism will affect your course performance in both direct
and indirect ways. When you are absent, you miss out on all in-class activities, homework
assignments, and/or their reviews as a large group, quiz and test preparation and reviews,
communicative/interactive practice, and spontaneous discussions. Missing such significant
aspects of the course will indirectly affect your success in the course. Your absences will also
impact your course grade directly as the departmental and section policies will be applied in
the final calculation of your semester grade.

Each student may miss up to one week (3 classes) without it affecting their grade.
For every class missed after the third day, there will be a 1% deduction from the
student’s final grade. You may miss up to 5 weeks of class (15 missed classes = -12%)
and still potentially pass the course. The 16th missed class will result in an automatic fail,
regardless of your current standing in the course. At that point, you will have missed too much
of the course to be adequately evaluated to pass. Be aware that your absences will not
be reflected on CANVAS, as they will be taken off manually by your instructor at
the end of the semester. You can ask your instructor about your absence count any time
during the semester.

Please note, certain events (e.g. a school-sponsored event) may excuse you from registering a
missed class in terms of the 1% deduction. However, nothing excuses a student from the rule
of 16 absences. Therefore, if you become seriously ill or other circumstances befall you wherein
this may be a problem, you should seek the advice of your advisor and course instructor as
soon as possible.

Class participation is the umbrella concept for a variety of course elements, including active
involvement in all class activities (including group/team work) and your level of pre-
paredness, i.e. quality of your answers to questions and responses in discussions. You are
expected to come to class and actively participate every day.

Active participation also encompasses leading the Gesprächsrunde discussions. (More details
on Gesprächsrunden will be provided separately.)

• Homework - 15%

Homework in this course consists of frequent, small scale homework assignments. It is expected
that students will complete all homework assignments – they are meant for you to review and
practice important grammatical aspects, allow you to focus on specific vocabulary items, and
practice your language skills outside of class. They are essential for you to make progress in
this course!

Homework will be checked in class daily for completion. Homework will also be
collected and graded often and without advance notice. Remember, it is your respon-
sibility to ask your instructor whenever you have a problem understanding and/or following
directions for any part of the material or instruction. If you are absent, you should catch up
on what you missed by obtaining class materials and homework assignments from CANVAS
so that you can be prepared and have the homework completed upon your return to the
following class session.
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Late homework will not be accepted for credit by your instructor. In order to receive
homework credit for a missed day of class, you need to contact your instructor before class
begins.

• Tests - 15%

Tests provide you with immediate feedback on your progress and development in the course.
You will take 3 timed, written tests in this course.

• Writing & Speaking Assignments - 15%

You will complete 4 writing and 4 speaking assignments during this semester. Each writ-
ing assignment should be 10-15 sentences long, if not otherwise specified. Speaking assignments
(on VoiceThread) should be approx. 90 seconds in length. The topics of these assignments will
vary from week to week, as will the guidelines. You should upload your writing assignments
to CANVAS and turn in a hard copy. Late work will be penalized by 10% for every
day (including weekends) from the due date and time.

• Oral Exams - 10%

You will have 2 oral exams this semester. The format of these exams will be discussed in
class as the time draws nearer.

• Vocabulary & Grammar Quizzes - 10%

You will have multiple brief vocabulary quizzes and grammar quizzes over the course
of the semester. There will be at least on vocabulary quiz per unit and a couple of grammar
quizzes for each major grammar setion that we review (approx. 2-3 per unit). These brief
quizzes will usually be announced at least one class period prior to each quiz, although there
may be pop quizzes. There will be no make-up quizzes.

• Culture Project - 20%

During the course of the semester, you will complete a culture project, which will allow you
to focus on an area of interest within a defined topic, as well as document your language
development during the semester. The goal of this semester-long process is to provide you
with an opportunity to apply your language skills to explore an aspect of German-speaking
culture and develop your language competency. By the end of the semester, your project will
be a collection of materials that demonstrate your performance in reading, writing, listening,
and speaking German.

Creativity and reflection are definitely encouraged! Try to avoid summarizing, but instead,
engage critically with the material!

You must hand in the project assignments on the dates determined by your instructor. See
CANVAS for more information on these due dates. Late assignments will be penalized
by 10% for every day (including weekends) from the due date and time.

UNIVERSITY & DEPARTMENTAL POLICIES

Section Policy Statement

Instructors will provide the class with a section policy statement, preferably in the first semester
week but latest the day after the University’s first Drop/Add deadline. This document will explain
the instructor’s policy concerning the specifics of the teaching methodology and style; evaluation and
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grading for each course requirement; make-up options and rules, if applicable; and responsibilities
expected from students in that particular section. Each instructor is responsible for his/her own
daily planning and execution of the material built into this course. Should you have any questions
or disagreements, please first talk to your instructor to rule out any miscommunications. If the
question or disagreement persists or becomes troubling to either side, contact Dr. Michael Putnam
(mtp12@psu.edu) without delay to clarify any misunderstandings.

Auditors & Visitors

The German Department requires that auditors complete all course requirements, including atten-
dance, with a passing average in order to receive an AU. Visitors and others not registered for the
course must obtain instructor’s permission to sit in.

Foreign Language Placement Policy

The German Department administers proficiency examinations only. Check with the main office
(Burrowes Building 427) for dates, locations, and paperwork. Please consult with your advisor
regarding questions about the PSU placement policy.

Academic Integrity

“Penn State defines academic integrity as the pursuit of scholarly activity in an open, honest, and
responsible manner. All students should act with personal integrity, respect other students’ dignity,
rights, and property, and help create and maintain an environment in which all can succeed through
the fruits of their effort (Faculty Senate Policy 49-20). Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in
this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating information
or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others having unauthorized possessions of
examinations, submitting work of another person or work previously used without informing the
instructor, or tampering with the academic work of other students. Students who are found to be
dishonest will receive academic sanctions and will be reported to the University’s Judicial Affairs
office for possible further disciplinary sanction.”

ATTENTION:

Using translation software for any of your work in this course is not allowed and is
defined as academic dishonesty and plagiarism. You may obtain help from a tutor or a
friend/classmate for translations, if necessary. In those instances, you are expected to disclose your
source and what specifically you have adopted for your own work.

CANVAS Course Management System

All instructors of German use CANVAS, Penn State’s course management system (CMS). Thus, you
are expected to become familiar with the basics of this online teaching-learning system. To use CAN-
VAS, you will need to have a Penn State Access Account, a computer with Internet access, and a
web browser that is compatible with CANVAS. For a complete list of browser and computer require-
ments, and general instructions on how to use CANVAS, please see http://canvas.psu.edu/students/.
To access this German course in CANVAS, go to the CANVAS portal site (https://psu.instructure.com)
and log in with your Penn State user ID and password. For technical assistance, please go to the
CANVAS portal, select ‘Help’ link in the bottom-left frame on the screen. You may also submit
questions or call the Help Desk at (814) 863 - 2494 between 9:00am and 5:00pm, M-F.
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Disability Access

Penn State welcomes students with disabilities into the University’s educational programs. Every
Penn State campus has an office for students with disabilities. The Student Disability Resources
(SDR) website provides contact information for every Penn State campus, for further information,
please visit the Student Disability Resources website (http://equity.psu.edu/sdr/).

In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, you must contact the appropriate
disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, participate in an intake
interview, and provide documentation: See documentation guidelines (http://equity.psu.edu/sdr/
guidelines). If the documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, your
campus disability services office will provide you with an accommodation letter. Please share this
letter with your instructors and discuss the accommodations with them as early as possible. You
must follow this process for every semester that you request accommodations.

Counseling & Psychological Services

Many students at Penn State face personal challenges or have psychological needs that may interfere
with their academic progress, social development, or emotional well-being. The university offers a
variety of confidential services to help you through difficult times, including individual and group
counseling, crisis intervention, consultations, online chats, and mental health screenings. These ser-
vices are provided by staff who welcome all students and embrace a philosophy respectful of clients’
cultural and religious backgrounds, and sensitive to differences in race, ability, gender identity, and
sexual orientation.

Counseling and Psychological Services at University Park (CAPS)
(http://studentaffairs.psu.edu/counseling): (814) 863-0395

Penn State Crisis Line (24 hours/7 days/week): (877) 229-6400
Crisis Text Line (24 hours/7 days/weel): Text LIONS to 741741

Educational Equity/Report Bias

Penn State takes great pride to foster a diverse and inclusive environment for students, faculty,
and staff. Acts of intolerance, discrimination, or harassment due to age, ancestry, color, disability,
gender, gender identity, national origin, race, religious belief, sexual orientation, or veteran status
are not tolerated and can be reported through Educational Equity via the Report Bias webpage
(http://equity.psu.edu/reportbias).
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DEPARTMENTAL SERVICES

German Tutorial Sessions

The German Department provides cost-free tutorial sessions in order to assist you with difficulties
you may have in mastering any of the course material as the curriculum outlines. You are strongly
encouraged to set up an appointment as soon as you notice an difficulty in keeping up with the
course material. A list of available times and dates will become available after the first week of
the semester and will be posted next to the Graduate Student Teaching Assistants’ office (253
Burrowes) as well as on CANVAS.

The German Department also reguluarly offers the following events that are free for students of
German. Your instructor will provide you with the details of these events:

– Filmabend: TBA (weekly)

– Kaffeestunde: Tuesdays 1:30-2:30pm in 157 Burrowes
You can find the weekly Kaffestunden-Termine and other special events on the department’s
homepage: http://german.la.psu.edu. Check it out regularly!

Also, check out the PSU German Club and their meetings and events: https://sites.psu.
edu/germanclub/ (and on Facebook: “The German Club at Penn State - Deutscher Verein”,
link here.

COURSE SCHEDULE

University-wide Holidays & Important Dates

Monday, August 20 – Classes Begin

Monday, September 3 – Labor Day (No Classes)

Sunday-Saturday, November 18-24 – Thanksgiving Break (No Classes)

Friday, December 7 – Last Day of Classes

Monday-Friday, December 10-14 – Final Exams Week

Cross-Sectional Deadlines

Week of 9/24 - 9/28 – Mid-semester Written & Oral Exam

We will have Test #1 (written) on Monday, 24. Sept. and Oral #1 on Tuesday/Thursday,
25/27. Sept. (you will sign up for individual appointments).

Week of 10/22 - 10/26 – Test #2 (Thursday, 25. October)

Week of 11/26 - 11/30 – Final Oral Exams

We will have Test #3 (written) on Monday, 26. Nov. and Oral #2 on Tuesday/Thursday,
27./29. Nov. (you will sign up for individual appointments).

There will be no final exam in this course.

But: Semester-long culture projects culminate in individual presentations during the last
week of classes (December 3-6).
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GER 201 - Fall 2018
**Schedule subject to revision**

Week Content Kapitel

Week 1
8/20 - 8/24

Kultur
Topic(s): Köln

Grammatik
Topic(s): Aussprache

Wichtige Hausaufgaben (donnerstags)
Assignment(s): Schreiben #1

Vokabeln
Topic(s): S. 192

K
ap

it
el

7
-

K
öl

n

Week 2
8/27 - 8/31

Kultur
Topic(s): Heinrich Böll, Nationalstolz (lesen)

Grammatik
Topic(s): Modalverben (S. 197-8), Futur I (S. 203)

Wichtige Hausaufgaben (donnerstags)
Assignment(s): Sprechen #1

Vokabeln
Topic(s): S. 197-8 (Modalverben), S. 205, S. 207 (Redemittel zum Disku-
tieren)

Week 3
9/3 - 9/7

Kultur
Topic(s): Redemittel, Nationalstolz/Patriotismus (Diskussion)

Grammatik
Topic(s): Futur II (S. 208-9)

Wichtige Hausaufgaben (donnerstags)
Assignment(s): Schreiben #2

Vokabeln
Topic(s): S. 215

Week 4
9/10 - 9/14

Kultur
Topic(s): Dresden, Kunst (Die Brücke, Tristan & Isolde)

Grammatik
Topic(s): Koordinierende Konjunktionen (S. 226), Zweiteilige Konjunk-
tionen (S. 231)

Wichtige Hausaufgaben (donnerstags)
Assignment(s): Kulturprojekt Teil 1, GR1 (2 Freiwillige)

Vokabeln
Topic(s): S. 221, S. 232
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Week 5
9/17 - 9/21

Kultur
Topic(s): Musik (Barenboim), Redemittel & Diskussionen

Grammatik
Topic(s): Subordinierende Konjunktionen (S. 235-6)

Wichtige Hausaufgaben (donnerstags)
Assignment(s): Sprechen #2, GR2 (2 Freiwillige)

Vokabeln
Topic(s): S. 239 (Redemittel zum Diskutieren)
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Week Content Kapitel

Week 6
9/24 - 9/28

Test #1 (Montag, 24. September)
Oral Exam #1 (Dienstag/Donnerstag, 25. & 27. September)

Week 7
10/1 - 10/5

Kultur
Topic(s): Salzburg, Kaffeehauskultur, Lektüre Kaffeehausfrühstück,
Mozart

Grammatik
Topic(s): Relativsätze (S. 260-1), Relativpronomen (S. 261-1)

Wichtige Hausaufgaben (donnerstags)
Assignment(s): Schreiben #3, GR3 (2 Freiwillige)

Vokabeln
Topic(s): S. 254, S. 265
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Week 8
10/8 - 10/12

Kultur
Topic(s): Lektüre (Silentium), Vlog

Grammatik
Topic(s): Reflexivpronomen (S. 269-70)

Wichtige Hausaufgaben (donnerstags)
Assignment(s): Kulturprojekt Teil 2, GR4 (2 Freiwillige)

Vokabeln
Topic(s): S. 280, S. 268 (Redemittel zum Diskutieren)

Week 9
10/15 - 10/19

Kultur
Topic(s): Wien, Freud & Träume

Grammatik
Topic(s): Infinitivkonstruktionen (S. 289)

Wichtige Hausaufgaben (donnerstags)
Assignment(s): Sprechen #3, GR5 (2 Freiwillige)

Vokabeln
Topic(s): S. 291, S. 293, S. 296 (Redemittel zum Diskutieren)
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Week 10

10/22 - 10/26

Kultur
Topic(s): Wiener Opernball

Grammatik
Topic(s): Adverbien (S. 297-8)

Wichtige Hausaufgaben (donnerstags)
Assignment(s): Kulturprojekt Teil 3, Test #2 (Donnerstag, 25. Okt.)

Vokabeln
Topic(s): S. 297-8 (Adverbien)
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Week Content Kapitel

Week 11
10/29 - 11/2

Kultur
Topic(s): Zürich, Die Schweiz, Max Frisch

Grammatik
Topic(s): (Attributive) Adjektive (S. 320-1), Adjektive mit Präpositionen
(S. 327)

Wichtige Hausaufgaben (donnerstags)
Assignment(s): Schreiben #4, GR6 (2 Freiwillige)

Vokabeln
Topic(s): S. 316, S. 329, S. 327 (Adj. mit Präp)

K
ap

it
el

11
-

Z
ü
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Week 12
11/5 - 11/9

Kultur
Topic(s): Sprachen in der Schweiz, Zürich Vlog, Schweizer Armee

Grammatik
Topic(s): Komparativ und Superlativ (S. 333-4)

Wichtige Hausaufgaben (donnerstags)
Assignment(s): Sprechen #4, GR7 (2 Freiwillige)

Vokabeln
Topic(s): S. 280, S. 331 (Redemittel zum Diskutieren)

Week 13
11/12 - 11/16

Kultur
Topic(s): Die Deutschen im Ausland, Brecht im Exil

Grammatik
Topic(s): Da- und wo- Komposita (S. 368-9), Präpositionen (S. 359-61,
363, 365), Verben mit Präpositionen (S. 374-5)

Wichtige Hausaufgaben (donnerstags)
Assignment(s): Kulturprojekt #4, GR8 (2 Freiwillige)

Vokabeln
Topic(s): S. 351; S. 370; S. 359-61, 363, 365, 374-5 (Präpositionen); S.
373 (Redemittel zum Diskutieren K
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Week 14
11/19 - 11/23

Thanksgiving Break - No classes

Week 15
11/26 - 11/30

Test #3 (Montag, 26. November)
Oral Exam #2 (Dienstag/Donnerstag, 27. & 29. November)

Week 16
12/3 - 12/7

Referate!
(Final Presentations: Kulturprojekt Teil 5)

Week 18
12/10 - 12/14

Final Exams Week
(No final exam!)
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